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Hello Friends! 

We are Robert, 

or Bob, and 

Barbara  Grau. 

You may know 

us from the Gas-

ton  County 

School   system.    Barbara  worked 

35 years as a classroom teacher at 

Southwest Middle School, and upon 

graduating from UNC-Charlotte, 

she taught her first year at Chester-

field (S.C.) High School. 

    Bob worked 5 years in the        

elementary classroom until he     

obtained a Master's Degree from   

Winthrop University. He was in a 

high school media center for 10 

years and 3 years in an elementary 

school media center. 

    We started attending the book 

sales when they were being held in 
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the garage area behind the           

library.  We attended the book sales 

multiple  times  each year and 

loved it when it was moved to the 

auditorium --  not only for the air 

conditioning, but it gave us the op-

portunity to be part of the waiting 

line at 6:30 in the morning. 

    We learned about the Friends of 

the Library at one of the numerous 

book sales and joined as lifetime 

members.  After retiring, we were 

able to work all capacities of a book 

sale -- unpacking, setting  up,  re-

plenishing, helping people, and 

packing up. 

    During a book sale, someone 

asked if we wanted to work 

(volunteer) in the library, and we 

i m m e d i a t e l y  j u m p e d  a t 

the opportunity and landed in the 

Collection Development Dept., 

where we have helped process new 

book acquisitions for 3 years. 

   As retired educators, our profes-

sional organization NCRSP (North 

Carolina  Retired  School  Personnel) 

encourages members to volunteer, 

and at the end of the year turn in 

their volunteer hours.  A monetary 

value is determined for each hour 

volunteers work.  Then NCRSP noti-

fies the state government to let them 

know how much money retirees have 

saved North Carolina through their 

volunteerism.  

    While volunteering in Collec-

tion  Development,  we were asked to 

become members of the Friends of 

the Library Board. We thought it 

was a great opportunity to become 

more involved, and - - surprise!, sur-

prise! - - it is more than just voting 

"Yes" or "No" on motions.  

     On Friday, June 24th, the Main Library, with   

support from the Friends of the Gaston County 

Public Library, celebrated its renovations and 

those across our library system that have taken 

place over the last several years. Throughout the 

event, attendees were invited to tour the new 

spaces and learn about how these upgrades will 

make an incredible impact on library services. 

Additions to the main library include a new ADA 

stage in the auditorium, new doors at the Circu-

lation entrance, a calming room and family      

restroom in Children’s, and new study rooms on 

the 3rd floor.  
Continued on next page. 

GCPL Celebrates Renovations,  

Friends Honor Former Members 
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Thoughts from your President 

What a wonderful way to end the fiscal year!  The library book sale brought in over $33,000, and we 

couldn’t have done it without you all.  After 2 years of cancellations, online sales etc., to be back to an in-

person book sale was incredible and exceeded all our expectations.  Thanks to all who have contributed 

time, talent, and books to make this an overwhelmingly successful event. 

 

Don’t forget that we are sponsoring a “Get Together” of area Friends groups on Saturday, September 10 

from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the main library. We are looking forward to sharing ideas and support with our fel-

low Friends groups and listening to some exciting speakers.  There is no fee to attend; although, there is 

a fee if you wish to have a lunch ordered.  Please email me leklocker@gmail.com if you would like to  

attend. 

 

Lastly, the Friends were recently chosen among area libraries to be the “stars” in a 

promo spot for the NC Lottery and how they support libraries.  We received a 

$6000 donation and a chance to show off our new library renovations.  Thank you 

to the staff and Caravan Productions for making his happen! Watch the TV for us 

soon!      

Linda Klocker, President  

LIVE @ Your Library 
 

“THE KID” 

Ethan Uslan, ragtime   

piano wizard, accompanies 

Charlie Chaplin’s 1921 

masterpiece. This is a free 

event and      recommended 

for teens and adults. For 

more information call    704-868-2164, option 2. 

Date: Saturday, September 18 

Time: 2:00 PM 

Location: Main Library Auditorium 

 

Hispanic Heritage 

Month Celebration 

Celebrate Hispanic Herit-

age Month at this special 

presentation by Saint 

Michael's Cultural Minis-

try dance group. This is a free program for fam-

ilies. No registration required.  

Date: Saturday, October 1 

Time: 11 a.m.  

Location: Main Library Auditorium 

 
Visit the Calendar of Events on the 

GCPL website (www.gastonlibrary.org) 

for details. 

Library Closings 

 Labor Day - Monday, September 5 

 Staff Development Day - Monday, October 10 

Additionally, during the event, former 

library director Laurel Morris 

helped us dedicate two benches that 

had been purchased by the Friends to 

honor several former members:  

Howard and Betty Teague,         

Everette Warren, Joan Bailey and 

Patty Poston. During the ceremony,     

Laurel fondly remembered the hard work, dedica-

tion, and generosity of these individuals and their 

commitment to the Friends of the Library.  

 

     These benches now  reside 

in the Main Library's lobby 

for patrons to enjoy for years 

to come. During the event, 

two other plaques were on 

display. First, the dedication 

plaque for Carol K.       

Reinhardt, for whom the Main Library's Auditorium 

is named after; and a new plaque honoring the new 

state-of-the-art sound system in the auditorium, 

which was made possible by the generosity of     

Charlton and Jean Marie Torrence.  

Shop at AmazonSmile  

and Amazon will make 

a donation to: 
 

Friends of the GCPL 

mailto:leklocker@gmail.com
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IN DEMAND 

Here’s a list of book titles currently in demand at the Gastonia-Main Library.  

FICTION 
 

OVERKILL by Sandra Brown. A killer walking 

free. A life hanging in the balance. The ultimate 

choice. 

GIRL, FORGOTTEN by Karin Slaughter. From the 

New York Times bestselling author of Pieces of 

Her, comes an electrifying thriller featuring newly 

minted US Marshal Andrea Oliver as she investi-

gates a cold case with links to her father’s past.  

THE 6:20 MAN by David Baldacci. The 6:20 Man is 

a heart-racing thriller set in the world of high    

finance in New York, from the number one best-

selling author David Baldacci. 

THE NINTH MONTH by James Patterson and 

Richard DiLallo. A mother-to-be is being stalked 

but no one believes her in this intense thriller from 

the #1 bestselling author of The Midwife Murders. 

THE CHALLENGE by Danielle Steel. In this 

thrilling novel from #1 New York Times bestselling 

author Danielle Steel, a small community is tested 

when their children go missing while exploring a 

dangerous local peak, forcing them to band         

together during the crisis. 

THE LAST TO VANISH by Megan Miranda. In the 

new Joe Pickett thriller from C.J.Box, shadows 

from the past spell danger in the present. 

BLACK DOG by Stuart Woods. Stone Barrington 

must battle a nasty opponent in the latest action-

packed thriller from the #1 New York Times best-

selling author.  

 

NON-FICTION 
 

DIANA, WILLIAM, AND HARRY by James Patter-

son and Chris Mooney. From the moments William 

and Harry are born into the House of Windsor, 

they become their young mother’s whole world.  

Diana’s faced with a seemingly impossible        

challenge: one son destined to be King of England 

and another determined to find his own way.  She 

teaches them to honor royal tradition, even while 

daring to break it. 

I’M GLAD MY MOM DIED by Jennette McCurdy. 

A heartbreaking and hilarious memoir by star  

Jennette McCurdy about her struggles as a former 

child actor—including eating disorders, addiction, 

and a complicated relationship with her overbear-

ing mother—and how she retook control of her life. 

RAISING LAZARUS: HOPE, JUSTICE, AND THE 

FUTURE OF AMERICA’S OVERDOSE CRISIS by 

Beth Macy. New York Times bestselling author 

Laura Thompson returns with Heiresses, a         

fascinating look at the lives of heiresses throughout 

history and the often-tragic truth beneath the   

gilded surface. 

SWERVE OR DIE: LIFE AT MY SPEED IN THE 

FIRST FAMILY OF NASCAR RACING by Kyle 

Petty and Ellis Henican. An insider account and 

history of the NASCAR world from one of its      

biggest stars, Kyle Petty. 

SINKABLE: OBSESSION, THE DEEP SEA, AND 

THE SHIPWRECK OF THE TITANIC by Daniel 

Stone. From the national bestselling author of The 

Food Explorer, a fascinating and rollicking plunge 

into the story of the world’s most famous           

shipwreck, the RMS Titanic. 

 

DVDs 
 

MR. MALCOLM’S LIST. Freida Pinto, Sope Dirisu, 

Oliver Jackson-Cohen. A young woman courts a 

mysterious wealthy suitor in 19th century        

England. 

1883: A YELLOWSTONE ORIGIN STORY. Sam 

Elliott, Tim McGraw, and Faith Hill. Follows the 

Dutton family as they embark on a journey west. 

THE LOST CITY. Sandra Bullock, Channing     

Tatum, Da’Vine Joy Randolph, Daniel Radcliffe, 

and Brad Pitt. A reclusive romance novelist on a 

book tour with her cover model gets swept up in a 

kidnapping attempt that lands them both in a    

cutthroat jungle adventure. 

EVERYTHING EVERYWHERE ALL AT ONCE. 

Michelle Yeoh, Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, and 

Jamie Lee Curtis. An aging Chinese immigrant is 

swept up in an insane adventure, where she alone 

can save the world by exploring other universes 

connecting with the lives she could have led. 

THE GILDED AGE: THE COMPLETE FIRST 

SEASON. Kelli O’Hara, Christine Baranski, Celia 

Keenan-Bolger, and Debra Monk. A wide-eyed 

young scion of a conservative family embarks on a 

mission to infiltrate the wealthy neighboring clan 

dominated by ruthless railroad tycoon George   

Russell, his rakish son, Larry, and his ambitious 

wife, Bertha. From Downton Abbey creator Julian 

Fellowes. 
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Poet’s Corner:  
WINCHESTER HOSPITAL 

 

I straddle my feverish, thrashing daughter  

on her hospital bed while a nurse makes  

her ninth attempt to start an IV line, 

but it’s midnight, Clare’s veins are shot, 

this young nurse is losing her confidence. 

She does what she should have done  

an hour ago—call for help with the IV. 

Clare drifts off while we wait. 

 

She’s just a child clutching Candies,  

her stuffed black cat. Candies will,   

in three days, suffer an accidental  

decapitation in the hospital laundry. 

What will stay in Clare’s memory? 

This night, when I pinned her down 

on bloody sheets? The meter of her 

childhood: sick, healthy, healthy, sick? 

 

The young nurse who was so sorry 

takes the parts of poor Candies home  

and stitches her head back on, 

ties a red ribbon around her neck 

to keep it from wobbling.  

Return Service Requested 

Joan Barasovska lives in 

Chapel Hill, NC. She cohosts a 

poetry series at the independ-

ent bookstore Flyleaf Books 

and serves on the board of the 

North Carolina Poetry Society. 

In 2020 Joan was nominated 

for Best of the Net and a Push-

cart Prize. Birthing Age 

(Finishing Line Press, 2018) 

was her first book of poetry.  

“Winchester Hospital” is from her second book 

of poetry, Carrying Clare (Main Street Rag, 

2022), which carries readers from a mother’s 

first pregnancy to her daughter’s own first 

pregnancy. Told from the mother’s honest,    

loving point of view, it’s the story of raising a 

child whose early life is compromised by a     

serious medical problem. 

Her third collection, Orange Tulips, is        

forthcoming in September from Redhawk    

Publications.  

--David E. Poston  


